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 To be approved         Paper 
CUMNOR PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group 
held in The Garden Room, United Reformed Church Hall, Leys Road, Cumnor 

on Thursday 10 May 2018 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Julia Commons (CPC), Kathy Davies, Fiona Newton (CPC), Carol Philip, Judy Roberts 
(CPC), Chris Scruby, Chris Westcott, Andrew Maxted, VWHDC Planning Policy Project Lead, 
Sam Townley, VWHDC Neighbourhood Enquiries Officer and Tina Brock, Clerk. 
The Committee welcomed new member Carol Philip and introductions were made.  
25/18 Election of Chairperson. Fiona Newton was elected as Chairperson. It was agreed that a 
Chairperson would be elected at each meeting. 
26/18 Apologies for Absence. Esme Murphy and Tim Pottle. These apologies were received. 
27/18     Declarations of Interests.  None. 
28/18 Code of Conduct was signed by Carol Philip. 
29/18 Minutes of the Meeting of Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group held on 
Tuesday 20 March 2018 were agreed and signed by the Chairperson. 
30/18 Matters Arising from the minutes. None. 
31/18 Character Assessments (CA).   

i. Update on missing areas.  
Norreys Road and Chawley Lane, Curmnor - Tim Pottle to complete. 
Turnpike Road and Barnes Close, Cumnor - Dudley Hoddinott (CPC) to be asked to 
complete.  
Appleton Road, Cumnor - Ted Mott to complete. 
Lower Cumnor Hill - drafted with additions still being added by local residents. 
Farmoor - John Griffin (CPC) making additions. 
Henwood and Rockley - Lynn Carter making additions. 
Chilswell - Kathy Davies making additions 

The CA’s are living documents and once additions/amendments had been made would be uploaded 
to the website 
Action: Clerk to contact Dudley Hoddinot re Turnpike Road and Barnes Close.  
Fiona Newton to speak to Lower Cumnor Hill residents and Ted Mott re Appleton Road.  
Kathy Davies to send completed CA of Chilswell to Fiona Newton to pass to Harry Dickinson for 
feedback. 
Fiona Newton to make amends to the CA’s and upload to the website end of May. 
32/18 Cumnor Big Survey. 

i. Fiona Newton gave a brief review of the results. 2,760 surveys were sent out and 1,003 
returned. The common denominator from responses received were protecting the Green 
Belt, enhancing development policies, infrastructure growing in accordance with 
development and enhancing the area we live in.  
Green Spaces. 94% of respondents said that green spaces were important while 89% believe 
the retention of the Green Belt was important. 75% were satisfied with the parish’s green 
spaces: Farmoor reservoir being the most popular then Wytham Woods and The Hurst.  
Housing Needs. Over a 10 year time frame the housing needs of household members were: 
42% chose a house, 11% a flat, 7% a bungalow with the number of bedrooms being 3 or 
less. 13% of respondents with adult children would live in their own property in Cumnor but 
currently don’t.  
Travel. 34% would definitely use a cycle path along the B4044 from Farmoor to Botley, 
rising to 59% for respondents in Farmoor.  
Air Quality. Half of respondents had concerns over air quality. 
Amenities. 72% would register with a new GP practice in the parish. 72% use the Parish 
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Halls and Community Centres. 68% use the footpaths at least monthly. 
Comments/views received included: 
Green spaces provide a feeling of wellbeing and freedom and contribute to good physical 
health.  
Infrastructure. Concerns over the increase in traffic, availability of school places, doctor 
surgeries being over-subscribed, no petrol station and no supermarket. 
Housing. More affordable housing needed for young single people, young families and key 
workers. A need for 2 bedroom houses and no more flats as there are enough already.  
Travel. Speeding a problem in Cumnor and a need for safe cycle paths. 
There was a uniformed age of respondents showing a genuine positive interest from all age 
groups. 60%of respondents were female and 40% male. 
There were a few issues to iron out. Members were asked to annotate version 0.95 of the 
report with comments and submit them to Chris Westcott by Sunday. The Committee 
thanked Chris Westcott and Chris Scruby for producing the draft report. Kathy Davies said 
that MP Layla Moran had asked for the results of the survey on traffic and noise. 

Action: Chris Westcott and Chris Scruby to incorporate comments. 
ii. Policy writing. Andrew Maxted congratulated the group on the evidence gathered so far. 

The group asked ‘what is best practice when developing policies?’ Sam Townley said to use 
the evidence gathered in the survey to support policies ie Green Belt, facilities, use the 
Character Assessments for evidence in a design or heritage policy. Identify the key priorities 
in the survey and set up a focus group to flesh out the objective. The Vale hold a programme 
of workshops on policy writing run by Louise Rawlins; getting the working right is very 
important. Decide on the objective before getting into detail. For example Green Spaces, 
produce a list of sites with maps, produce evidence of how it meets the NPPF criteria for 
designating land as local green spaces, look at examples of green spaces that have been 
adopted and also those that have been thrown out.  
The group asked ‘would it be necessary to carry out a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA)?’ This would depend on whether sites were being allocated. Currently there were no 
sites allocated in the Local Plan 1 or 2 for Cumnor Parish. There is one piece of land 
currently on the Vale’s Brownfield Land register in the parish. When allocating sites an 
SEA would be needed but it would also depend on policies and whether they would impact 
on the environment. The Vale would be able to give advice. The Neighbourhood Plan must 
not raise expectations and must conform to strategic policy. 
Andrew Maxted suggested talking to the North Hinksey Neighbourhood Plan group about 
policies with a view to share information/experiences. 

Action: Sam Townley to send examples of policies and programme of policy writing workshop. 
Judy Roberts to contact David Kay, Chairman of NHP Neighbourhood Plan group. 

iii. Cumnor Big Tour. Julia Commons asked for information on the planning process to be able 
to understand how to communicate out to the public.  

Action: Julia to draft a communications plan to be discussed at the next meeting. Sam Townley and 
Clerk to send information. 
33/18 Landscape Character Assessment (LCA). Fiona Newton reported that 3 consultants had 
been asked to supply a quote to carry out a LCA, 2 had responded Hankinson Duckett and Lepus 
Consulting Ltd. The Vale’s LCA covers a large area but it was felt that a smaller more detailed 
LCA was needed to cover areas such as Cumnor Hurst, Bradley Farm and a number of smaller 
areas. With the safeguarding of land for a Park & Ride in Cumnor and the Oxford to Cambridge 
expressway sitting on the horizon it was considered it would be a useful piece of evidence. The 
group unanimously voted to recommend to Council the quote from Lepus Consulting Ltd of 
£5,488.52 + VAT to carry out a LCA (inception meeting, desktop study, field study, classification 
and description of LCAs, writing up of c.15 LCA’s, presentation and final amends). 
Action: Clerk to put recommendation to Council at its next meeting. Locality fund to be applied 
for.  
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34/18 General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Policies and privacy notices being 
discussed at the Council meeting on 14 May 2018. Deferred. 
35/18      Local Green Spaces. Tim Pottle sent the following email update: 
The Green Spaces Group has performed basic assessments on 52 portions of land in the Parish. 
There are 9 identified portions on Cumnor Hill and in Farmoor that still need to be assessed which I 
am planning to do at some point in the near future. We have 204 pictures of the spaces for the report 
/ the website etc. 
 A sub group will be meeting early next week to review the 61 assessments with a view to 
suggesting which portions of land, if any, might be progressed to requesting a “green spaces 
designation”. As you know, this involves contacting the owner of the land and involving them in 
any potential designation. 
Landscape Assessment: 
Having overseen the Green Spaces (GSG) it is apparent that we live in the most amazing piece of 
rural England. The work of the GSG deals with small portions of land and I think it essential that 
we employ a consultant to do a full landscape assessment of the Parish so that we can see how the 
smaller green spaces sit and fit within the overall landscape. 
36/18 Any other matters. The group discussed carrying out a targeted survey of existing 
businesses in the parish.  
37 /18 Date of next meeting. The next meeting will be held on Monday 11 June 2018 at 7.30pm 
in the Garden Room, United Reformed Church, Leys Road, Cumnor.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed..........................................................     Date................................2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


