
Cumnor Neighbourhood Plan: Supporting Statement 
 
Cumnor Parish is a vibrant, highly functioning community that currently has 
several communities with distinct and unique identities ranging from the more 
rural feel of Farmoor, with its close links to the water based activities of 
Farmoor Reservoir and the rural environment it sits within; to the closely knit 
community of Dean Court with its successful mix of affordable and privately 
owned housing and a thriving hub at Dean Court Community centre. The 
small village of Cumnor (approx 500 houses) sits at the heart of the Parish 
and is a designated Conservation Area. There are the small hamlets of 
Filchampstead and Henwood that lie on the outer boundaries of the Parish. It 
is an extremely diverse parish, and yet manages to bring together all of these 
communities through it’s strong primary school, its churches, local voluntary 
organisations and community projects. 

 
Size & Population 

 
The Parish consists of 2739 houses with a population of almost 5,000. There 
have been numerous developments on brownfield sites over the last 5 years, 
particularly on Cumnor Hill. In addition there have been two large 
developments – one at the top of Cumnor Hill on the old Timbmet timber yard 
delivering 192 houses, and a more recent one at Tilbury Lane delivering 75 
houses. On average, the Parish has delivered 100 homes per year on 
brownfield sites (2011 – 2015) which equates to almost 25% of The Vale of 
White Horse’s total housing delivery. 

 
Footpaths 
 
There are 56 public footpaths and rights of way measuring 360 miles, of 
diverse lengths and degree of difficulty in the Parish, that in the main 
crisscross over agricultural land given over to arable farming.   
 
Historical Context & Assets 
 
Cumnor was first mentioned in 931 as Cumanoran. The name means 'Hillside 
of a man named Cuma'. The Parish is home to a number of historic buildings, 
including the remains of Cumnor Place; this was the site of Amy Robsart’s 
death, a significant historical figure who was married to Robert Dudley, Earl of 
Leicester, companion to Elizabeth I. Her death is immortalised in Walter 
Scott’s19th century novel, Kenilworth. In the centre of the Parish sits St 
Michael’s Church, an excellent example of Norman architecture. The church 
houses an oak spiral staircase dated 1683, with the central pillar made 
from a single tree trunk leads to the belfry. Nearby sits a historically 
significant “chained bible”. 
To the North of the Parish lies the Swinford Toll Bridge; this is a privately 
owned toll bridge across the River Thames. It crosses the river just above 
Eynsham Lock. The bridge is a Georgian structure built of local limestone, 
and was opened in 1769, and is governed by its own Act of Parliament. It 
allows the bridge owner to collect tolls and makes the building of bridges 



across the river illegal for three miles either way up or down stream from 
Swinford. Cumnor contains a number of houses by Clough Williams-Ellis, the 
architect most famous for his designs for Portmeirion. The Cumnor houses 
represent some of his earliest commissions, including his first commission, 
Larkbeare (1903-4, completed 1907) on Cumnor Hill, designed whilst he was 
still a student at the Architectural Association School of Architecture. The 
other examples are Cutts End House (1911, Appleton Road), Hurstcote 
(1922, Appleton Road), and Larkbeare Cottage (1910, Cumnor Hill; originally 
a gardener's cottage associated with Larkbeare).  

 
Environmental Assets 

 
Hill End Outdoor Education Centre is located within the Parish, and has been 
offering a wide range of unique educational experiences since 1920 when the 
Ffennell family first purchased the Wytham estate and set up the centre for 
outdoor learning and development.  
Farmoor Reservoir lies to the north of the Parish and offers countryside walks, 
birdwatching, trout fly-fishing, sailing, and wind surfing. A trail suitable for 
wheelchairs, which links an accessible bird hide at Pinkhill Meadow with the 
hide at nearby Shrike Meadow, has recently been built. Farmoor Reservoir is 
one of the top birdwatching venues in Oxfordshire. The combination of open 
reservoir, woodland, and riverside wetlands and meadows attracts a great 
variety of birds ranging on occasion from Ospreys Pandion haliaetus to 
Garganey Anas querquedule to the sought after Red Throated Diver that visits 
the site through the winter months. 

 
Transport 

 
There are a number of bus services that operate in Cumnor connecting 
Cumnor to Oxford City Centre and other local towns. Route X30 operates up 
to every 30 minutes during the day and provides links to Wantage and Oxford. 
Routes 4 and 4B also run every 30 minutes and link Cumnor with Abingdon 
and Oxford. Recently the 4C has been re-instated on a temporary basis to 
serve the needs of the residents of Dean Court towards Botley and onwards 
to Oxford City centre. There is a frequent bus service running through 
Farmoor directly to Oxford City every 15 minutes. 
A recent campaign to build a cycle route along the B4044 is recommending a 
safe route for cyclists and pedestrians from Eynsham all the way to Botley 
and onwards to Oxford City. For more details about this go to 
http://www.b4044path.org  

 
Community Assets 
 
There are numerous venues within the Parish – The Old School, Cumnor 
Village Hall, Farmoor Village Hall, Dean Court Community Centre, St 
Andrew’s Church Hall, Cumnor United Reformed Church and Fogwell Road 
Pavilion which host activities from yoga, Pilates, Women’s Institute, Craft Skill 
Share Group, Community Choirs, Photography Clubs, Cumnor Gardening 



Club, Cumnor Players, Toddler Groups, Toddler Messy Play, Baby Music 
Groups, After-School Clubs, Breakfast Clubs, Ukulele for Beginners – this is 
just a selection of the activities that are on offer and plays to the diversity of 
the Parish. 
The Parish has one primary school, Cumnor C of E Primary School. Cumnor 
Primary School has approximately 200 children aged 4-11yrs split into seven 
single class year groups from Foundation through to Year 6. The catchment 
area includes the two villages of Cumnor and Farmoor and also some roads 
in the Cumnor Hill area. The school logo is the ‘Dudley’ lion and represents 
the historical connections of the village to the story of Robert Dudley and Amy 
Robsart in the 16th century during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I 
 
Recreational & Leisure Assets 

 
It also has several highly successful sports clubs. The Closes field is home to 
the Cumnor Minors Football Club which has approx 200 members, with teams 
ranging from the U6s to the U18s teams. For their website go to 
http://www.cumnorminors.com . Fogwell Road Recreation Ground is home to 
Botley Boys and Girls Football Club, which was formed in 1995. The club has 
teams for both boys and girls up to the age of 9 and has more than 50 
players. See their website for more information 
http://www.botleyboysandgirlsfc.co.uk/club/Home Cumnor Cricket Club 
(http://cumnorcricketclub.com) is one of the most successful cricket clubs in 
the county, running a very busy schedule and growing some incredible 
cricketing talent.  
The Parish has allotments at Tilbury Lane (towards Botley) which are highly 
popular amongst the gardeners of the Parish 
(http://botleyhinksey.org.uk/clubs-leisure-activities/allotments/ ) 
 
Employment & Business 

 
The Parish has a number of thriving, small independent businesses. Willow 
Cottage Nursery is part of a small family owned nursery, set in 3 acres of 
grounds and rated as ‘outstanding” by Ofsted. In the centre of Cumnor Village 
there is a well-used newsagents, a butcher/greengrocer and a village 
store/post office. There are several garages and bodyshops, including the car 
Jaguar/Maserati car dealerships on Cumnor Hill and the Ridgeway Oxford 
Land Rover dealership on Faringdon Road. In addition to this there are a 
number of small business parks, which provide accommodation for a huge 
range of thriving independent businesses. In Dean Court there are a number 
of retail units, including a popular take-out restaurant. Farmoor has its own 
convenience store. By the river, there are numerous small businesses such 
as Oxford Cruisers Ltd. 

 
Key Issues 
 
Recognising that additional housing and development is likely, our 
Neighbourhood Plan will maintain and improve our neighbourhoods and their 
unique characteristics. We wish to maintain and improve the services and 



amenities available to our residents and those who will move into the parish. 
Cumnors infrastructure is already overstretched in some areas and faces a 
number of challenges to cope with further growth. Residents have already 
identified a number of key issues to consider in the plan. 
 

 
1. Pressure to deliver high density housing developments with the right 

physical and social infrastructure 
2. Impact on foul water capacity and flooding on Lower Cumnor Hill 
3. Topography & geology of Cumnor Hill, water springs prevalent, 

hydrogeological assessment urgently required 
4. Local Transport 4 Oxfordshire County Council strategy for remote Park 

& Rides 
5. Protection of Local Green Spaces  
6. Protection of the Conservation Area 
7. Protection of historic areas  
8. Protection of environments: Cumnor Parish contains two SSSI (The 

Hurst, and Hill End SSSI), Farmoor Nature Reserve 
9. Pressure from Oxford City Unmet Housing Need 
10. Internet connectivity  
11. Aesthetics are important – style, design, density, mass and size of 

housing is critical and needs to be sensitive to local character 
12. Burial Ground  
13. Developing thriving independent small to medium businesses.  

 
Assets to be considered 
 
Recreational Areas 
 

• The Closes 
• Fogwell Rd Football Fields, Fitness Area & Bicycle Bumps 
• Cumnor Cricket Club 
• Pinnocks Way Play Area 
• The Glebe Play Park 
• Kimmeridge Road Pay Area 
• Mayfield Road, Farmoor 
• Meadow Close, Farmoor 
• Tilbury Lane Allotments 
• Farmoor Reservoir  

 
Venues/Community Centres 
 

• Cumnor Village Hall 
• The Old School 
• Dean Court Community Centre 
• Farmoor Village Hall 
• Fogwell Road Pavillion 

 



 
Historic Sites/Buildings 
 

• St Michael’s Church – Norman architecture 
• Cumnor United Reform Church 
• Cumnor Manor (Remains) 
• Appleton Road Ridge & Furrow Field 
• Swinford Toll Bridge & environs 
• Filchampstead (Hamlet) 
• Numerous listed Grade 1 & 2 buildings in the Conservation Area (2011) 
• War Memorial 
• Old Pound Stone 

 
Environmental Assets 
 

• Pinkhill Lock 
• Farmoor Nature Reserve 
• The Hurst SSSI 
• Hill End SSSI 
• River Thames Path 
• 354 miles public footpaths 
• Ridge & Furrow Field at Appleton Road 

 
 


