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What have we been doing since October 
Well, we have had a bit of a break 
over Christmas but have come back 
with a bang into the New Year! We 
h a v e e n g a g e d a p l a n n i n g 
consultancy, Urban Vision to help us 
make sure our policies are sound 
and compliant.  
Currently we are developing four 
core policy areas. The rural and 
natural environment policies will 
cover designated Local Green 
Spaces, footpaths, blue spaces (this 
is the new buzz word for rivers and 
water based areas!) as well as air 
quality and flood risk. 
The design & built character policies 
will be key to the look and feel of 
new developments in the parish 
during the life of this plan (up to 
2031). These policies will not only 
cover scale, massing and height, but 
also street frontages and plot 
coverage in terms of relationship of 
built form to the open area. This 
section will also have guidance 
around character, as one of the key 
priorities for people was to protect 
and enhance the character of the 
area. 
Housing policies will look at housing 
mix as well as policies around infill 

development. We know from 
the Big Survey (Feb 2018) that 
residents expressed a preference for 
1 or 2 bed starter homes or smaller 
units for downsizing. When you look 
at the data, the provision for smaller 
dwellings is lower than target. See 
Table 1. 
Our final area will be policies 
supporting ‘employment, business 
and community facilities’. The policy 
enables new community facilities 
and protects existing facilities, such 
as pubs, shops, sports facilities and 
allotments. Our largest employers in 
the parish are in education and care 
homes, but we may wish to support 
the growing trend of home working 
by ensuring broadband provision is 
fit, and flexible for, future need. As 
leisure is an important business 
activity, we are looking at policies 
relating to river environment and 
protecting recreational activities at 
the reservoir.  
As ever the devil will be in the 
detail. We aim to have draft policies 
available by the end of March. We 
had hoped to do a 6 week ‘non-
statutory’ consultation with people 
living and working in the parish 

during April. However, we may have 
to delay this due to elections and the 
ensuing period of “purdah”. We will 
keep you updated via our website 
www.cumnorneighbourhoodplan.co.uk 
Want	to	Help?	
We are looking for someone to 
create, send out and analyse a short 
survey to local businesses for us, 
possibly using something l ike 
SurveyMonkey. If this is you, contact 
us via the Clerk. 

Table 1 Cumnor Parish Housing Mix 

As we now know a little more about the safeguarding of land for the Park & Ride at the top of Cumnor Hill, 
and the potential routes for the OxCam Expressway (Route B1, the cheapest route, joins on to the A420 
before Cumnor and routes through the parish), the NP Steering Group has been asked what impact a 
Neighbourhood Plan can have. In short, most influence would be done through a lobbying group eg by 
aligning with the No Expressway Alliance or by joining the Parish Council and using them as a channel for 
information and ensuring your views are represented (see panel above for a note from the Parish Clerk). 
The NP has been able to commission a Landscape Character Assessment, which would go a long way to 
demonstrate the impact on the environment, and ultimately, if the Expressway were to come through the 
parish, might support measures to mitigate the impact. For example if we were to lose 4 footpaths across 
the A420, then we could lobby for overbridges with at least one of these being a wildlife corridor. 

Groundwater	Risk	Assessment	
The	final	report	will	be	available	to	view	on	our	
website	 5th	 March.	 This	 report	 shows	 those	
areas	of	the	parish	that	are	suscep8ble	to	flood	
risk	 or	 from	 surface	 water	 flooding.	 It	 also	
contains	 recommenda8ons	 to	 deal	 with	
current	 drainage	 problems	 and	 ac8ons	 to	
consider	 in	 future	 planning	 applica8ons.	 This	
report	 will	 form	 the	 basis	 for	 our	 policies.	

Parish Council elections are due to take 
place on 2 May 2019. Council will be holding 
a drop in event on Monday 4 March 2019 
from 6.15pm to 7.15pm in the Orange 
Room, Dean Court Community Centre, for 
prospective volunteer candidates to learn 
more about being a Councillor. Contact Tina 
Brock, Clerk on 01367 240407 for an 
informal chat.
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